
Lightning
• Lightning comes from electrical charges that build up within a storm cloud. 

• Lightning can travel from cloud to cloud or it can travel from clouds to the ground. 

• GOES-R Series weather satellites keep an eye on lighting from high up in space. These 
lightning observations help to alert people to dangerous and intensifying storms so they can 
predict and prepare for severe weather! 

Learn more about the GOES-R Series weather satellites here: https://scijinks.gov/goes-r  
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Lightning Safety
When thunder roars, get indoors! Stop all outdoor activities. 

Lightning takes the shortest path: striking tall buildings, trees, 
towers, or even people. Don’t stand under trees or metal 
outbuildings. Avoid metal and water.


